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Good to Be Here 
 

As We Gather 

On the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter blurted out that it was good the disciples 
were there so they could build shelters for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. Our being 
close to our Lord, though, is not good so that we might do something for Him; 

rather, it is good because we know He has done so much for us. Moses, the 
greatest prophet according to the reading from Deuteronomy, spoke God’s Word, 
but Jesus is the Word, effecting our forgiveness and salvation in His sacrifice for 

us. His “departure,” as Luke puts it in the Gospel, is literally His exodus, not from 
slavery in Egypt like Moses, but from sin and death through His sacrifice on the 
cross. Our Lord is the builder of His “house,” the Church. Only because we have 

been forgiven is it good for us to be here, for as the psalm reminds us, “the Lord 
our God is holy!” 
 

PREPARATION 
 

964 Lift Every Voice and Sing 

1 Lift ev’ry voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 

    Ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list’ning skies, 

    Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

    Facing the rising sun 
    Of our new day begun, 
    Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

2 Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast’ning rod 
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    Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
    Come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

    Out from the gloomy past, 
    Till now we stand at last 
    Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

3 God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

    Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 

    Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee; 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

    Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
    May we forever stand, 
    True to our God, true to our native land. 

Text: James Weldon Johnson, 1871–1938 
Text: Public domain 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Hebrews 3:6a; Luke 9:35; Psalm 99:9 
P Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. 

C And we are His house. 
  

P “This is My Son, My Chosen One; 

C listen to Him!” 
  

P Exalt the LORD our God, 

and worship at His holy mountain; 
C for the LORD our God is holy! 
 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  

P Almighty God, merciful Father, 
C we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. Forgive us for our spiritual blindness, 
and renew our faith in You alone. 

  
P Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguration, even though He knew 

His disciples would forsake and deny Him. He went to the cross so that He 
could offer us all full and free forgiveness. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

WORD 

 

Kyrie 

P For peace, despite our past mistakes, 
C O Lord, have mercy on us. 
  

P For peace to hear God speaking to us in this time of worship, 
C O Lord, have mercy on us. 
  

P For peace that we may be living stones in God’s house, 
C O Lord, have mercy on us, and grant us Your peace today and 

always. Amen. 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

 

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that 
came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by 

grace. 
C Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us 

to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; 
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P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 34:1–12 
 1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 

Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as 
far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah 
as far as the western sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho 

the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4And the LORD said to him, “This is the land 
of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ 
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5So Moses 

the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of 
the LORD, 6and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; 
but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7Moses was 120 years old 

when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of 
Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping 
and mourning for Moses were ended. 

 9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid 
his hands on him. So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 10And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, 

whom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all the signs and the wonders 
that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants 
and to all his land, 12and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror 

that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 3:1–6 
 1Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 
the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who 

appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3For Jesus has 
been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder 
of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by 

someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was faithful in all God’s 
house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but Christ 
is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast 

our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Luke 9:28–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 28Now about eight days after these sayings [Jesus] took with him Peter and John 
and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And as he was praying, the 

appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30And 
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31who appeared in glory 
and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now 

Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became 
fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33And as the 
men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are 

here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—
not knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these things, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35And a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 
36And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent 
and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Hymn: "Go Down Moses" (stanzas 1, 4, 5, & 6) 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church around the world and for all people in their various 
needs. 
 

Moses was the leader of God’s people as they sojourned from slavery in Egypt 
to the Promised Land. O Holy Spirit, raise up people to govern their nation 

freely and justly. Give them courage to enact laws that protect all who live 
within their borders. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P The Israelites had to deal with the tribes already in the Promised Land. Around 
the world today, good Lord, guide and protect firefighters, first responders, 

and all those who go in harm’s way in their communities. Accompany and 
protect armed forces deployed across the globe wherever nations are in 
conflict. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P The three disciples on the mountain “were heavy with sleep.” Surround people 

who are tired, poor, sick, or lonely with faith-filled medical personnel, friends, 
and family who seek to meet their needs. We pray especially for those near 
and dear to us, [including . . .]. Use us as part of Your answers to their prayers, 

heavenly Father, to bring about strength, health, security, and companionship. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord Jesus, You accompanied the disciples as they returned to the others. Be 

among Your Church as it gathers anywhere around Word and Sacrament. Bless 
Your Church and give Your people courage and opportunity to spread the news 
of Your death for our sins and Your resurrection on the third day for our 

salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your gracious hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Farewell to Alleluia Luke 9:36 

P Luke writes that after the transfiguration, the three disciples “kept silent and 
told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.” Because we know 
about our Lord’s resurrection, we cannot keep silent, but during the season of 

Lent, which begins this Wednesday, we shall mute our liturgical praises and 
refrain from singing our alleluias until our Easter celebration. Let us sing our 

farewell to that song of gladness now. 
 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: "Revive Us Again"(stanzas 1,2 & 4) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME – A warm welcome to everyone!  If you are our GUEST, it 

is a pleasure to have you worshipping with us.  BLESSINGS! 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY/LENT/HOLY WEEK/EASTER 

We are only a few days away from Ash Wednesday which, of course, starts 

the season of Lent.  As we continue to live cautiously in the midst of Covid, 

here is our schedule for this Lenten season with that awareness. 
 

1) On this Wednesday, between Noon and 1 p.m. please come out for 

Communion and the imposition of ashes.  On each subsequent 

Wednesday in Lent you are invited out for meditation and Communion 

during that same lunch hour.  On Holy Week, Communion will not take 

place on that Wednesday but on that Maundy Thursday same time. 
 

2) We will omit the Holy Saturday hot dog give-a-way, one of our favorite 

activities, for obvious reasons.  
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3) Easter Sunday, which is usually our busiest day of the year will have 

just the one activity, a 6 a.m. Sunrise Easter Service with Holy 

Communion. 
 

4) The omission of some of our beloved activities including no Mid-week 

night Services, no hot dog outreach event, no Easter morning 

breakfast, no Children’s Easter Program, no Easter egg hunt are all 

excluded in an effort to be as safe as possible in our current situation.  

Thanks for your patience and understanding and let’s pray that we’ll 

have a normal experience on next year. 

 

PRAYER HOUR – Please join us each Saturday @ 11 a.m. for prayer. Dial 

1/681-999-0264; Access Code 391959#. Also, I invite you to go on our 

website and view our monthly newsletters and other information. On there 

you will also see a complete listing of prayer requests/concerns. 

                                       

BULLETIN/NEWSLETTER – If anyone has news or information for the 

bulletin and/or newsletter, please email the information to Mrs. Veazey at 

dorothyveazey@outlook.com.  Information for the bulletin should be 

submitted or emailed by Friday of each week.  

 

VIRTUAL SERVICES – Worship services will now be available via Zoom for 

those of you that are unable to attend the in-person worship services. The 

following link will be used for every service:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87066538071. 

The meeting ID is 870 6653 8071. The bulletin for every worship service will 

be available on the church’s website.  

 

VERSE OF THE WEEK – Each week there will be a different verse in the 

bulletin. Members are encouraged to memorize and meditate on the verses. 
 

VERSE OF THE WEEK  
 

Proverbs 30:2 

“I am too stupid to be human and I lack common sense” NLT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87066538071

