Abundant Grace

As We Gather
God’s grace is always abundant; it goes beyond the limits we might set. When seventy elders are supposed to report to
Moses to help him, two remain in the camp. But the Spirit rests on them! In the Gospel, the disciples following Jesus
on the way to Jerusalem complain. A non-disciple is able to cast out demons in His name! And Jesus tells them not to
stop him. His grace even includes us despite our inability to do His will. Confident of our Lord’s return, the Epistle
urges us to serve one another, healing, praying, cheering up, confessing, and forgiving. Jesus says we are as valuable as
salt for one another, preserving our relationship to Him. “Have salt in yourselves,” He says, “and be at peace with one
another.”

PREPARATION

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences

P
C

P
C

790 Praise
1

I will sing to the LORD as long as | live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

May my meditation be pleasing to Him,
for I rejoice in the LORD.

to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear
Now to His temple draw near,

Joining in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.

Have you not seen

All that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.

What need or grief
Ever has failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade you.

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.

Ponder anew

What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.

Text: Public domain

WORD

Psalm 104:33-34

sts. 1-4



Confession and Absolution James 5:7, 9, 12, 14, 16; Mark 9:50; Psalm 104:31, 35b

P

We enjoy singing praises to God, but we truly need Him to look down on us in mercy. So often we fail to follow
the directives for Christian living, which we will read about in today’s Epistle. So James urges, “Confess your sins
to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” Let us ask God for grace and mercy.

Silence for reflection.

P James writes, “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord. . . . Do not grumble against one another, brothers. . . .
Let your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no. . . . Is anyone among you sick? . . . Pray over him.”

C  We confess our impatience, our lack of love for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and our words that do
not always reflect the love You have for us. We have sinned in thought, word, and deed. Heavenly Father,
our only hope is in Your grace and mercy. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake.

P God has cured our sickness of sin by sending His Son to die in our place. He values us and calms our fears, saying,
“Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P May the glory of the LORD endure forever;

C may the LORD rejoice in His works.

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD!
Kyrie

P Inpeace, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For peace from God and peace among our brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For peace among all who seek to serve Christ and support His Church, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who gather here to be strengthened in faith and encouraged in service, let us pray to
the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen.

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

P Letus pray.

Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us by Your Holy Spirit

C that we may complete the works You have prepared for us to do;

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

“Now the rabble that was among [the children of Israel] had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept
again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! °We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. ®But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at. .. .”



Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of the
LorD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. *Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you dealt ill with your servant?
And why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? ?Did I conceive all this
people? Did | give them birth, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing
child,” to the land that you swore to give their fathers? **Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they
weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.” 1*I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is
too heavy for me. °If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if | find favor in your sight, that | may not see my
wretchedness.”

®Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders
of the people and officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you.

2450 Moses went out and told the people the words of the LoRD. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the
people and placed them around the tent. 2Then the LoORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of
the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied.
But they did not continue doing it.

ZNow two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them.
They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 2’And a
young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 2But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my
sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Epistle

P He will command His angels concerning you
C toguardyou in all your ways.

P Bless the LorRD, O my soul,
C and all that is within me, bless His holy name!

James 5:1-20
1Come now, you rich, weep and how! for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2Your riches have rotted and your
garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and
will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. *Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the
ears of the Lord of hosts. °You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts
in a day of slaughter. Y ou have condemned; you have murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. #You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. °As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. !Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

2Byt above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be
yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.

131s anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. *Is anyone among you
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord. ®And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed
sins, he will be forgiven. *Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. ’Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,
and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. **Then he
prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, Zlet him know that
whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

L  Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Verse
P
C

Alleluia. Have salt in yourselves,

and be at peace with one another. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Mark 9:50b

Mark 9:38-50

38John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,

because he was not following us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. “°For the one who is not against us is for us. “*For truly, | say to you,

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.
42“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone

were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. “*And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “°*And if your foot causes you
to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. ’And if your eye causes
you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into
hell, “®where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” “°For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is
good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
with one another.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

1

Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.

In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.

Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.

Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.

We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.

You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,

Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Blesséd Jesus, blesseéd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Blesseéd Jesus, blesseéd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.

Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blesséd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.



Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.

Text: Public domain

Sermon

Creed

C

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

p

Let us pray for the whole Christian Church and for all people in their various needs.

For the Church here and around the world, witnessing to the good news in Christ, that we see the worth within one
another, the value our heavenly Father places on us, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and grant that nothing separate us from You and Your love for us in Christ.

For those who do not know Christ but support the work of the Church to meet people’s physical, social, and
spiritual needs, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and bless them according to Your abundant grace.

For people who serve in positions of governmental authority among the nations, for those who raise crops and
tend herds, and for all who connect resources with the needs of their fellow citizens, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and give them joy in serving.

For all who struggle to put bread on the table and a roof over their families, those who face injustice and
discrimination, and all who are denied human rights, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and give us hearts to help those in need.



ae]

P
C

Offering

For all near and dear to us who call out to God in their distress, [including . . .], let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and bring about healing, comfort, and relief as fits Your gracious plans for them.

For ourselves, that we recognize the gifts God has placed among us by which we may care for one another and our
community, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy, and give us guidance and strength to serve in Your name.

Grant us, heavenly Father, that what we ask for in faith we may obtain through Your unfailing mercy for the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

p

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

921 On What Has Now Been Sown

1

On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

To Thee our wants are known,

From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own

And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: Public domain



Dismissal
P  Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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